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tion," he explained in a mocking program note, "requires profound
knowledge of mathematics." However, the title denotes nothing more
abstruse than "Eight by Radio," for the piece is an octet, and was written
for a radio performance by an ensemble of eight players.

Daniel Ayala of Mexico, a Maya Indian, has written a piece called
Radiogram, imitating the Morse code. Francisco Casabona, Director of
the Conservatory of Sao Paulo, composed An Einstein Fable, but its
harmonic style is quite Euclidean. Julio Mata of Costa Rica is the author
of a Suit* Abstracta. Luis Sandi of Mexico disarms potential critics by
calling one of his orchestral works Suite Banale.

The ultra-modernistic and communistic Jose Pomar of Mexico avers
that his interest in music was activated by his boyhood experiment with
a tomcat, which, when pulled by the tail, emitted meows of different pitch
and duration. It is not the first time that cats have provided musical
inspiration. I have in my possession a lithograph printed by Schirmer in
New York in 1869, which shows an orchestra in a state of savage frenzy,
the violins sawing away for all they are worth,,the bells ringing, and
the drummer perforating the bass drum with his skull. In the percussion
section there are seven cats, marked A, B, C, D, E, F, and G, with a
musician standing behind and pulling their tails through the holes in a
wooden partition. The conductor is suspended in mid-air, frantically beat-
ing time with both arms and feet. On the conductor's stand, the score
reads: "Fr. Liszt." Another score is thrown down at his feet, near the
podium. It is inscribed: "Wagner. Not to be played much till 1995."
Such was the cartoonist's idea of Wagner's music!

Atonal music has its converts in Latin America, but they are few.
Juan Carlos Paz of Argentina has passed through four evolutionary styles
of atonal music. The young Brazilian violinist, Claudio Santoro, com-
poses exclusively in the twelve-tone technique. The German-Brazilian
musician Hans Koellreutter also uses the system of composition in twelve
tones. Acario Cotapos, the Chilean modernist, devised a system in which
a thematic phrase consisting of different notes serves as a melodic and
harmonic basis for the entire composition.

The musical leftists of Latin America are usually active in leftist poli-
tics as well, Carlos Chavez expressed his political predilections in such
works as Sinfonia Proletaria, the vocal score of which is illustrated with
anti-capitalist pictures by the Mexican painter Diego Rivera. Silvestre
Revueltas took part on the cultural front in the Lovalist Government